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THE LAW & YOU 

 
TRAFFIC TICKETS 

By: Bijal M. Jani, Esq. 
 

 
So, it’s a beautiful sunny day and you are cheerfully driving 

on the highway when a police officer pulls you over for speeding.  
Or, you make a turn on a street and a police officer gives you a 
ticket for an illegal turn. Besides the anger or aggravation you feel 
when pulled over by the police (regardless of whether it was really 
your “fault” or not), getting a traffic ticket can be costly. Generally, 
a traffic ticket can cost you the fine that must be paid for the 
offense, surcharges, any late charges, and an increase in your 
insurance premium. Therefore, the following tips may help you if 
you get a traffic ticket. 
 
 First, you must determine if it is worthwhile for you to 
“fight” the ticket or just pay the fine. If you are generally a safe 

driver with a great record, it may be advisable to just pay the fine and attend a traffic school 
program to offset any increases in your insurance premium. Attending a traffic school 
program is a cost-efficient way to keep your driving record clear while helping to reduce your 
insurance premiums. If your driving record is a laundry list of various offenses or you cannot 
not attend a traffic school program, you may consider appearing in court for the ticket.  
 
 If you do consider appearing in court for the ticket, it is important to be prepared 
before and at the time of the appearance. There is a chance that the officer who gave you the 
ticket may not appear at all in court. Police officers do not appear in court on scheduled 
dates due to vacation times, conflicts with other scheduled duties/court appearances, being 
transferred, or being too far away from the court. If the officer fails to appear on the 
scheduled date, courts generally dispose of the ticket. Regardless, if you choose to fight the 
ticket, you should appear prepared for the appearance. If an emergency occurs on the 
scheduled date, you may call the court and request an adjournment to avoid a default 
decision against you.  
  
 Next, it should be noted that police officers  may not be familiar with all the intricate 
details of the traffic laws that govern a particular jurisdiction or offense. Many statutes are 
written in such a complex manner that certain traffic infractions by drivers may not be 
considered to be a violation of the law as written. To be found guilty of a particular offense, it 
must be proven that the driver violated every element of the statute. If one portion of the 
statute does not apply or cannot be proven against the driver, there is  a good chance that the 
ticket would be disposed by the court. Therefore, if you choose to fight a traffic ticket, it is 
suggested to read the appropriate statutes that are in effect in your jurisdiction before 
appearing in court. It is also helpful to bring copies of the actual statutes with you to court 
for presentation to the court. Traffic court judges are usually overwhelmed with cases and 
may render a decision on your case that is incorrect due to error or misunderstanding of the 
law. 
 



 If the law pertaining to your offense cannot be disputed, consider certain defenses 
that can help you in court. For example, if you were given a ticket for speeding, was your car 
descending a hill? Or were you reasonably accelerating in order to ascend an approaching 
hill  or trying to pass another car for lane changing? If given a ticket for making an illegal 
turn, did the officer have an obstructed or limited view that would make his version of events 
less convincing to the court? Or, despite the offense, were your actions   something that 
would be considered reasonable under the conditions on that day? An example of this is if 
you made a turn that would be considered a violation on a normal day but may not be 
considered illegal if you were trying to avoid driving into a flooded street.  
 
 But, it is important to know that certain defenses should not really be used since they 
are generally not accepted by the courts. Examples include ignorance of the law, accusing 
the officer of lying without any particular motive/evidence to prove otherwise, or arguing 
that “there was no one else on the road at 2:00 a.m.”        
 
 In addition to researching the particular regulations that you are accused of 
violating, you should also review the police officer’s notes that detail the conditions at the 
time of the incident and the reason behind the ticket. In many states, drivers have the right 
to demand a review of the officer’s notes through discovery. The officer’s notes may help in 
establishing what you should say in court in your own defense. Further, if the notes are not 
detailed, you can try to challenge the officer’s memory by asking detailed questions in court 
that may cast reasonable doubt as to your guilt for the offense. Some states also allow drivers 
to demand copies of instruction manuals on the radar equipment used for speed control. The 
simplest way to get the information is by contacting the court and following the procedures 
required to gain access to the information.  
 
 At the time of the scheduled court appearance, you can use different strategies to 
fight the allegations claimed in the ticket. One strategy would be to challenge the police 
officer’s observations by using witness statements, photographs, and diagrams. Another 
strategy is to challenge the police officer’s conclusions by pointing out that your driving was 
reasonable and safe when considering the traffic and road conditions at the time of the 
incident. A traffic court judge may also be convinced of your innocence if you argue that 
your actions were necessary to avoid harm or justified due to other drivers or obstacles on the 
roadway. Another strategy may be to prove that although your action was in error, it was 
honest and reasonable. For example, if you failed to stop at a STOP because a tree covered 
the sign, a judge can reasonably agree that you did not intend to maliciously break the law. 
 
 If you are in doubt or do not understand the particular statutes, it is always advisable 
to contact an attorney who can assist you.   

 
  


