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IMMIGRATION CONFLICT: A REASONABLE RESOLUTION? 
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As another summer season baked the dusty Texan terrain, 

President George W. Bush toured the Rio Grande Valley Border Patrol 
Sector and spoke about his views on the need for immigration reform. 
Addressing a core issue of the American populace, President Bush 
expressed his hope that the two houses of Congress would be able to 
pass a comprehensive immigration reform bill that he can sign into law.   
At stake are issues affecting national security, workforce stability, public 
benefits, and legal protocols. Since so much appears to be at stake, the 
public and the politicians have chosen sides on the immigration debate 
and an amicable resolution appears to be possible, but maybe not. 
Regardless of the views on either side, it is clear that some type of 
comprehensive immigration reform must be made so as to secure the 
American borders, protect American employers and foreign workers, 

encourage assimilation to the American way of life, and determine a set policy towards illegal 
immigrants presently in the USA.   
 

The House of Representatives bill 4437, also known as the Border, Protection, 
Antiterrorism, and Illegal Immigration Control Act of 2005, was passed in December 2005. H.R. 
4437 was sponsored by the Republican representative from Wisconsin, Jim Sensenbrenner. The bill 
was passed in the House of Representatives by a vote of 239 to 182 and is under consideration by the 
Senate. Briefly, H.R. 4437 contains provisions for the following:  
 
1) Requires a fence along the US-Mexican border at points where the highest number of illegal 
crossings have occurred.  
2) Requires the federal government to take custody of undocumented aliens that are in the custody of 
local authorities and reimburses local agencies in 29 counties along the US-Mexican border for costs 
related to undocumented aliens. 
3) Requires employers to verify the legal status of workers through an electronic verification system. 
4) Eliminates the Green Card Lottery program. 
5) Prohibits actions that “assist” an undocumented alien to stay in the United States. Such actions 
that “knowingly aids or assists” an alien would be deemed a criminal act punishable by 
imprisonment.   
6) Requires the Department of Homeland Security to establish control of the borders within 18 
months, with a progress report due one year after the legislation is passed.  
7) Requires clearance of criminal records, terrorist watch lists, and fraudulent document checks for all 
aliens before being granted legal immigration status.  
8) Allows for the deportation of undocumented aliens convicted of driving under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs. 
9) Increases financial penalties against employers for employing undocumented workers.     
 

H.R. 4437 is viewed by many to be unfair and overly harsh in its treatment of illegal 
immigrants. Opponents of this bill argue that it would define undocumented illegal immigrants as 
felons, punish legal residents for assisting the undocumented immigrants, deny certain due process 



protections, and deprive individuals of general humanitarian assistance. Supporters of the bill argue 
that illegal immigrants living in the United States should not be allowed to commit the crime of 
breaking the nation’s immigration laws, and that increased border securities can help curtail terrorists 
from entering the country. Further, supporters argue that if employers were subject to stiffer 
penalties for hiring undocumented workers, it would lead to fewer available jobs for undocumented 
workers and they would be forced to return to their home countries due to lack of work in the 
United States.  
 

Answering the cries for more comprehensive immigration reform following H.R. 4437, the 
United States Senate passed Senate bill 2611 on May 25, 2006, also known as the Comprehensive 
Immigration Reform Act. The CIRA proposes increased security along the southern U.S. border, 
allows for a restricted procedure for illegal immigrants to eventually become citizens, establishes a 
guest workers program through allocation of visas, and increases the annual cap for H-1B work visas. 
Also, the CIRA allows illegal immigrants to collect social security benefits on past work. The CIRA 
makes it unlawful for employers to knowingly hire, recruit, or refer unauthorized immigrants and 
establishes an Employer Compliance Fund in the Treasury.  
 

Opponents of this bill argue that it allows undocumented aliens to be rewarded for their 
illegal behavior by allowing them a type of “amnesty” and provides for “temporary” immigrants to 
eventually gain citizenship. Supporters of the bill point out that the Senate bill is a more reasonable 
and compromising approach to the illegal immigration issue then H.R. 4437.  
 

On May 13, 2006, President George W. Bush asked the Pentagon to deploy the National 
Guard to support the Border Patrol in Texas, California, Arizona, and New Mexico. By August 2006, 
approximately 6,000 National Guard troops deployed through Operation Jump Start were in the four 
southern states and the Border Patrol reported that 2,500 illegal immigrants were apprehended while 
more than 17,000 pounds of illegal drugs were seized since June 15, 2006.  Undoubtedly, President 
Bush wants to bring about some definitive changes to the immigration situation. 
 

Presently, it is unclear whether both houses of Congress will be able to reach a compromise 
in legislation that may resolve the immigration dilemma. However, it is very clear that something 
must be done at this stage to avoid complete chaos in the future. In the age of global terrorism, the 
government must work harder to protect its borders against dangerous criminals while protecting 
American and humanitarian values. And while illegal immigration confers certain benefits on both 
sides of the equation, it also comes with its negative consequences which must be addressed. So 
while everyone agrees that rounding up and deporting 11 million illegal immigrants is an impractical 
approach, it is in the best interests of all involved to set up procedures so that the situation does not 
worsen. Lastly, efforts must be made by immigrants as well as those already here to encourage 
immigrant assimilation into the American way of life. Failure on the part of immigrants to speak 
English and assimilate into the American culture only aggravates the resentment against immigrants.  
 

Thus, it is important for the South Asian community to contact the legislators and advise 
them of our opinions on the immigration debate. Rather than sitting on the sidelines and suffering 
the consequences, it is better to speak up and help form the policies that will shape the future.  
 

  
 
 

  


